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Response and Amendment after Final Rejection 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-5 and 7-13 are currently pending in the application. Claim 12 has been 
amended, and claim 6 is hereby cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer. In the present Office 
Action, claims 1-5 are allowed. Claims 7-1 1 and 13 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim. Claim 6 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 5,352,195 to McEwen (hereafter "McEwen"). Insofar as these grounds for 
rejection apply to the present claims, the Applicant respectfiiUy traverses. Reconsideration of the 
previously rejected claims and favorable action is requested in light of the above amendments 
and the following remarks. 

Entry of the amendments/remarks is proper imder 37 C.F.R. §1.116 since the 
amendments: (a) place the application in condition for allowance (for the reasons discussed 
herein); (b) do not raise any new issues requiring further search and/or consideration (since the 
amendments amplify issues previously discussed throughout the prosecution); (c) satisfy a 
requirement of form asserted in the previous Office Action; (d) do not present any additional 
claims without canceling a coiTesponding number of finally rejected claims; and (e) place the 
application in better form for appeal should an appeal be necessary. The amendments are 
necessary and were not earlier presented because they are made in response to arguments raised 
in the Final Rejection. Entry of the amendments is thus respectfully requested. 

Incorporation of allowable subject matter 

Claims 7-1 1 and 13 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. By this Amendment, claim 7 has been amended to be in 
independent form, incorporating all of the limitations of the base claim 6 from which it originally 
depended. Thus, Applicant submits that claim 7 is in condition for allowance. Because claims 
8-1 1 and 13 depend directly or indirectly from claim 7, Applicant submits that these claims are 
also in condition for allowance. 

Rejection based on McEwen 

The Office Action rejects claims 6 and 12 as being anticipated by McEwen. Claim 6 is 
cancelled by this Amendment without prejudice or disclaimer. Claim 12 has been amended to 
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depend from claim 1, which is discussed above as being allowable. Thus, Applicant respectfully 
submit that claim 1 2 is now allowable over the cited references for at least the reasons above 
with respect to claim 7. 



In view of the foregoing, Applicant submits that this application is in condition for 
allowance, and such disposition is earnestly solicited. If the Examiner believes that the 
prosecution of this case might be advanced by discussing the application with Applicant's 
representative, in person, or over the telephone, Applicant's representatives would welcome the 
opportunity to do so. 

EXCEPT for fees payable under 37 CFR §1.18, the Commissioner is hereby authorized 
by this paper to charge any additional fees during the entire pendency of this application, 
including fees due under 37 CFR §1.16 and 1.17 which may be required, including any required 
extension of time fees, or credit, any overpayment to deposit account No. 50-1349. This 
paragraph is intended to be a constructive petition for extension of time in accordance with 37 



Conclusion 



CFR §1.1 36(a)(3). 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: December 6. 2007 




HOGAN & HARTSON LLP 

555 13^^ Street, N.W. 



Celine Jimenez Crowson 
Registration No. 40,357 



Washington, D.C. 20004 
Telephone: 202-637-5600 
Facsimile: 202-637-5910 



Thomas W. Edman 
Registration No. 5 1 ,643 



Customer No. 24633 



6 



